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• It is not a bag of tricks

• It is easy to trick with TRICS

• Follow the Good Practice Guide ....

• not the Mal-practice Guide.
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• In doing a TA for a Golf Hotel, I had to take 
into account a recently approved TA for a 
foodstore (6500 m2) which was to gain access 
close by and much of the traffic from which 
would use the same  roundabout.

• That TA gave the TRICS average peak hour trip 
generation as less than any site I could locate.

• Perhaps consultant knew that the LA did not 
have access to TRICS.
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• Strangely, the roundabout appeared just to 
work based on the TA predictions. 

• The Consultant had only provided a table 
showing what purported to be the TRICS data 
(averages).

• Unless I misunderstood his basis, It appeared 
that the figures were less than the lowest site 
on the database.
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• It is obvious that the 6500 m2 will produce 
about 65 * 14.5 movements in the Fri pm 
peak or about 950 movements.

• The largest housing areas were accessed via 
the roundabout and yet only about 220 
movements were shown gaining access this 
way. 
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• Enhancements to TRICS come when the 
Consortium is aware of a need.

• How can we help?

• The TRICS Team will listen.
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1. Report data errors or possible errors.
Possibilities are:
Sites wrongly classified – e.g. cottage hospital as 
care home ( now reclassified )
Industrial Estate with retail included ( now 
removed from database).
Both the above examples produced high trip 
rates in initial analyses and were initially 
identified using the Rank Order facility
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TRICS 4.6                Copyright(C) 1998-2001, JMP Consultants Ltd    Wednesday  15/06/05

DEVELOPMENT DETAILS FOR DG-05-F-01 / 01
Site Reference:                      DG-05-F-01
Trade Name:                          LOCHMABEN COMMUNITY HOSPITAL  - Listed Under Nursing Homes
Site Area (h/a):                     1.17

Open Since                           1996
Employees                            65
Number of Residents                  32
Distance to nearest similar site     13 Km

OPENING TIMES (24 Hour Format)
Mon to Thurs             00:00 to 24:00
Friday                   00:00 to 24:00
Saturday                 00:00 to 24:00
Sunday                   00:00 to 24:00

Total No. of Parking Spaces          33
Visitor/Customer Spaces              19 Employee Spaces                      12 Disabled Spaces         2
Cycle Racks                          0 OGV Loading Bays                     0 OGV Parking Spaces      0
Mother & Toddler Spaces              0

Parking Charges                      No Surface Parking                      Yes

Comments
Of the 65 employees, 19 are full time and 46 are part time.
The Gross Floor Area of this site is 1660m2.

12



TRICS – A User’s Perspective

TRICS 4.6                Copyright(C) 1998-2001, JMP Consultants Ltd    Wednesday  15/06/05

DEVELOPMENT DETAILS FOR ST-02-D-02 / 01                                             Page  1

Site Reference:                      ST-02-D-02
Trade Name:                          PARKHOUSE INDUSTRIAL ESTATE (EAST)

Site Area (h/a):                     27.3 Gross Floor Area (sqm)               27350

Open Since                           1980
Full Time Employees                  1147 Part Time Employees                  317
Number of Units                      87
Distance to nearest similar site     -1 Km

OPENING TIMES (24 Hour Format)
Mon to Thurs             00:00 to 00:00
Friday                   00:00 to 00:00
Saturday                 00:00 to 00:00
Sunday                   00:00 to 00:00

Total No. of Parking Spaces          -1 Visitor/Customer Spaces              0 Employee Spaces          0
Disabled Spaces                      0 Cycle Racks                          0 OGV Loading Bays          0
OGV Parking Spaces                   0 Mother & Toddler Spaces              0

Parking Charges                      No Surface Parking                      Yes
Comments

This site is of mixed industrial use, consisting of heavy  industry, light industry, distribution and some retail usage.
The site includes a brick factory that operates 12-hour shifts.
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Highlights the need to check rank order and to 
check the site details; otherwise results can be 
too high.  The hospital was not the highest 
Trip Rate.

Caution – Consider if Industrial Estate will 
have an element of retail.  
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2. If you see any category or method of analysis 
that should be included in TRICS, let the 
TRICS team know.

They will examine and, subject to agreement 
of the Consortium Members, get the 
database amended.

e.g. analysis by housing density.
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• You may spot an area where the TRICS 
displays could be made more user friendly, or 
speed up the time analysis process.

• The TRICS team has received numerous 
comments over the years and will implement 
changes where practical.

• I have recently suggested changes in the rank 
order process, and these are best illustrated in 
the following screen shots.
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3. The first of the screen shots Illustrates 
another point.  The peak hour may be critical 
for most developments, but the peak traffic 
from a nursing home is not at the network 
peak time.

Check.  Do not assume that all development 
types have similar generation characteristics.
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4. It is your system.  As users, make sure it 
works for you.
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