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Developing the TRICS System

 Involvement of TRICS Community
 Annual system development programme
 System developments – December 2010
 System developments – June 2011
 Have YOUR say in the system’s future





Involvement of the TRICS 
Community

For 22 years the 
development of 
TRICS has involved 
the input from its 
membership 
community.

Feedback from all 
users of the system is 
widely regarded and 
has a direct impact 
on our development 
programme.



Working with the TRICS 
Community

 Feedback received via emails and telephone 
calls

 Annual TRICS User Survey
 Wide variety of ideas and suggestions
 Important to keep TRICS up to date



Annual System Development 
Programme

 Annual process
 User Survey results analysed in Summer
 Programme for system developments 

proposed through to following June
 Programme approved by Consortium
 Two stages of development



What is the System Development 
Programme?

The annual System 
Development Programme is a 
culmination of user feedback 
analysis and ideas generated by 
the TRICS Consortium and JMP.

This programme is essential to 
ensure that TRICS meets today’s 
challenges and fulfils user 
requirements.



Annual TRICS User Survey

 Circulated to all user organisations
 Contains a number of sections
 What would you like to see in the system?
 What parts of the system are difficult?
 What ideas for research do you have?
 What development types need more data?

 Copies provided – please complete today!



Process of deciding a System 
Development Programme

 Annual User Survey responses analysed
 JMP puts together proposal of the most 

popular and appropriate development 
suggestions

 Proposed developments are rated by cost, 
effectiveness and appropriateness

 Consortium select developments from 
shortlist



Two stages of annual development

There are four annual 
database updates, 
two of which contain 
new system features 
and amendments.

The December and 
June system updates 
contain the new 
development features 
programmed the 
previous autumn.



System Developments:
December 2010

 Site area added as TRP for Industrial Estates
 All 23 TRICS Research Reports made available 

to download from the TRICS Library
 “Car-Sharers” now indicated in modal split 

pie charts
 Reduced Google Maps pop-up warning
 Clarification note on school surveys



Site Area added as TRP for 
Industrial Estates

Industrial Estates 
within TRICS can vary 
considerably in their 
Site Area.

An option to calculate 
trip rates by Site Area 
in hectares was 
introduced, alongside 
the existing three TRP 
options.



23 Research Reports made 
available in TRICS Library



“Car-Sharers” indicated in modal 
split pie charts

Previously modal 
split pie charts just 
showed total “vehicle 
occupants”.

New feature splits 
vehicle occupants 
between single 
occupancy and multi-
occupancy.

Good indication of 
“car-sharing”.



Reduced Google Maps pop-up 
warning



Clarification note on school 
surveys

A note has been 
added which 
provides 
clarification on how 
multi-modal trips 
at school sites are 
recorded.

School surveys in 
TRICS require a 
greater level of 
scrutiny.



System Developments:
June 2011

 Sixth Form data field for Secondary Schools
 Descriptive document on TRICS in Library
 Employment trip rates half hourly/hourly 

toggle option
 User comments field added to PDF outputs
 Internal/External GFA breakdown for Garden 

Centres
 Guidance note on cross-test facility



Sixth Form data field for 
Secondary Schools

A new data field will 
indicate, for all 
Secondary School 
sites within TRICS, 
whether or not a 
school had a Sixth 
Form facility at the 
time of the survey.



Descriptive document on TRICS in 
Library

Some recipients of 
TRICS data are 
unsure what the 
system is and what 
its data represents.

A new descriptive 
document will be 
made available to 
give data recipients a 
basic introduction 
into what TRICS is. 



Employment trip rates: Half 
hourly/hourly toggle option

Employment is only 
main land use 
category where trip 
rates are displayed 
half-hourly.

New feature will 
allow users to toggle 
trip rates between 
half-hourly and 
hourly formats.



User comments field added to PDF 
outputs

A new facility will 
allow suppliers of 
TRICS outputs to add 
their own comments 
and points of 
clarification prior to 
generation of PDF 
reports.



Internal/External GFA breakdown 
for Garden Centres



Guidance note on Cross Test 
facility

The Cross Test facility 
has become an 
important part of 
analysing trip rate 
generation in TRICS.

A guidance note is 
being written which 
explains the process 
and how levels of 
variation can 
fluctuate.



We need your feedback and ideas!

Please complete a 
TRICS User Survey 
and provide us with 
your own ideas and 
feedback today.

Every opinion counts, 
and TRICS needs to 
represent its user 
organisations as we 
continue to develop 
the system.
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