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What is SAM?

SAM is the Standardised 
Assessment Methodology 
for monitoring  the effect 
of Travel Plans.

SAM uses the TRICS multi-
modal data collection 
methodology with added 
features.

SAM is being incorporated 
into planning agreements 
by County Councils.





Why monitor travel plans?

 Monitoring is a key element of a travel plan
 Prevention of a “Static Document”
 PPG13 and DfT Guidance on Transport 

Assessment  emphasise importance of travel 
plans being monitored

 Monitoring can assist in the success of future 
travel plans



The SAM process

 Planning condition requires use of SAM 
monitoring

 Baseline surveys and surveys in years 1, 3 and 
5 of travel plans follow

 Data collection methodology uses TRICS 
multi-modal principles plus additional 
features



Suggested travel plan condition

“Prior to the commencement of 
development the applicant shall submit 
for the written approval of the Local 
Planning Authority a Travel Plan in 
accordance with the aims and 
objectives of PPG13 (March 2001), the 
Government White Paper (July 1998), 
[Local Authority specific Travel Plan 
guidance], and in general accordance 
with the ‘Heads of Travel Plan’ 
document (if appropriate, specify).”



Suggested travel plan condition

“The applicant shall implement and 
monitor the approved travel plan in 
accordance with [Local Authority 
specific Travel Plan guidance], and for 
each subsequent occupation of the 
development thereafter maintain and 
develop the travel plan to the 
satisfaction of the Local Planning 
Authority”.

Suggested Travel Plan/Statement 
Heads of Terms document or Section 
106/278 Clause – available at 
www.trics.org



Timelines for SAM surveys

 Baseline survey (prior to commencement of 
Travel Plan)

 First post-TP survey undertaken in Year 1 of 
the life of the Travel Plan

 Follow-up surveys to take place in Year 3 and 
Year 5 of the Travel Plan

 Consistent methodology used



The SAM data collection 
methodology

 Standard TRICS multi-modal methodology 
applies to SAM surveys

 Site visits and survey specifications subject to 
TRICS conditions

 Additional Travel Plan data section within the 
TRICS database for SAM sites

 “Journey Purpose” counts included for 
Employment SAM sites







Additional data features add to 
overall value of SAM data

Descriptive and 
quantitative information 
on Travel Plan elements 
enhance are designed to 
give TRICS users a greater 
understanding of SAM 
survey sites.

Journey Purpose element 
of survey count adds a 
new option for multi-
modal survey analysis.



Examples of recent SAM 
surveys

 Butlins, Bognor Regis
 Wealden District Council, Hailsham
 University of the West of England, Bristol
 Cornwall College, Camborne
 Park 25 Residential Development, Redhill
 Billingshurst Leisure Centre, Billingshurst
 Further surveys currently underway/planned
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